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It's o Secret that Paim Springs is known far and wide as beth a Meeca lor
the ay lilestyle, as well as a bastion of fiieral tolerance, open-mindedness and
acceqtance. Through the years, many a gay person has flocked to the Coachella
Valley in search of splidapity ani e hope of lives free irom pejuics, injustice
and persecution. As a pesull, Palm Springs hoasts an epealy yay mayor & a
Aermanent population that some cleim to be as high as 40 percent gay.
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FEAR AND LOATHING IN
= LAND OF TOLERANCE

BY J.T HERMANN

However, with the news that Focus on the
Family, the conservative, far-right group that
seels to “preserve the traditional values and the
institution of the family through the gospel
of Jesus Christ,” will bring its campaign of fear
and censure to the east valley later this month,
there's a question that begs to he answered—
is our valley as tolerant and open-minded as
we'd like to believe?

Why did Focus on the Family decide to bring
their conference here? The organization, which
along with Exodus International, the National
Association for the Research and Therapy of
Homosexuality (NARTH) and other groups that
advocate reparative therapy, has been spon-
soring the Love Won Out conferences nation-
ally for eight years, says it only does so at the
request of the community.






