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or many in our community, the quali-

ties that define a complete and satisfy-

ing life include a host of social acquain-

tances and friends, a rewarding career,
extensive travel and cultural opportunities, a spe-
cial someone or the love and support of an
extended family, the caliber for which our fab-
ulous community is so noted However, for oth-
ers, both a new generation of young gays com-
ing of age at a time defined by somewhat more
liberal social values than those of just a few years
ago and older gays who have been a part of
that long struggle to secure these newfound civil
liberties, life seems incomplete without the pit-
ter-patter of little feet and the cooing, gurgling,
whimpering and smiling of cute little baby faces.
If the thought of cooing, babbling babies
sends you into a tizzy, then you probably count
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yourself in that first group. If, however, you find
yourself saying, “Awe, isn't that just adorable,”
you're in the second, and you may want to do
some serious soul searching to determine
your viability as a potential parent. You won't
be alone. Thanks to the pioneering efforts of
Rosie O'Donnell and her partner Kelli Carpenter,
as well as landmark legislature that have in recent
years opened adoption to gay-identifying indi-
viduals and couples, today’s gays are adopting
children like never before.

And why shouldn't we? For parentless chil-
dren, adoption provides the nurturing, love
and security that all kids deserve. More than
just providing a loving and safe environment
like fostering children, adoption is a lifetime
commitment to the health and welfare of
another human being.






