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eichen Lehmkuh! is physically stunning.
Standing at approximately six-foot-
four-inches in height, with & complex-
1on as smooth as butta) dirty blonde haiy
and eyes you could swim in, he is
arguably one of the prettiest maen alive
woday. . .at least out of those who live in the pub-
lic eve. And few could argue that no one has
lived in the public psyche of late inore than
Reichen. His critics-—and there are imany—say
that’s cxactly how he wants i, that heslittle more
than a publicity whore. His fans—again, there
are manvy—attest o his passion and talent asa
model, actor, swriter and activist, and someone
deserving of the limelight.

When Reichen first talked to The Bottonr-
Linein April 2004 while in Palm Springs attend-
ing the White Party, he was just imonths out of
winming i Anazing Roce 4 ( August 2606} with
then partner, Chip Arndt. The reality TV show
sersed as Reichen's foray into stardaim and ended
up opening a number of doors for the then 28-
vear-old former Bostonian, At the timne of that
first iuterview, he had already appeared in roles
on The Yormg and the Resitessand The Drew Carcy
Show, as well as small parts in a handful of other
programs.

Since that first interview, Reichen has con-
tinued his acting, has entered-—and reportedly.
dissolved—a very public romance with Lance
Bass, a singer with the former miega boy hand,
N Syne, and has written a book called Here's
What We'll Say: Growing Up, Corving Ont aird
the LS, Air Force Academy. The book chroni-
cles in large part bis experience in the U.S, Adr
Foree, where the “Don't Ask, Dow't Tell” policy
forced him and many other service men and
women to live their lives in secrel,

We recently caught up again with Reichen
herc in Palin Sprigs on a promotional tour
plug the new book, with hooks signingsat hoth
Peppertree Bookstore and Dales Lost Highway.
Givanitwas just weeks after his eported beeakup
with Lance, we were told that questions about

Lance were 1o be treated ona don't ask, don’t
tell basis. “I'm not going to g0 into details about
my relationship,” Reichen told us. “However, |
can tell you we still have a'relationship”™

The BotlomlLine; Reichen, a lot’s happened
in your life since you last spoke with The Bol-
tomLine—Ihe new book, a very public rela-
tionship that's reportedly come and gone, new
acting opportunities and a lot of pross. . .what,
personally, has had the mest impact?

REICHEN: I have to say the book, 1t was
s important for me o share miy experiences at
the Adr Force Academy and in the service. There
15 50 much hypoerisy there, and so many men
and woinen who are forced 10 hve in shame.
One of the havdest things for me to reconcile
was the fact that [was complelely open with mv
family and friends but faced the very real pos-
sibility of being court martialed and poing 1o
jail if Twas open with my 'work’ collvagnes. The
dou't ask don't tell policy is so contradiclory
to what the Air Force and all the armed {orces
stand for ... but they force vou to licin order to
SCCVE YOur country.

You're very crilical in your book of Ihe Clin-
ton-era compromise we know as “Don’t Ask,
Don't Tell.” Bo you think the proposed Mifitary
Readiness Enhancement Act is the answer?
Wiil if take us closer to ending discrimination
in the armed forces?

We can’t cover use the Military Readiness
Enhancement Act to cover upr the fact that we've
Been commitling this abuse for so many years.
The end of “Dont Ask, Don't Tell” is going to
be exclusive from the Military Readiness Act,
and that’s when the government finally stands
up and admits to what they've done wrong and
says we are ending the barr on gays in the mili-
tary, and we are ending the "Don’t Ask, Don't
Tell” policy—period. After that’s over, we have
to answer the abuse we have comnutted against
gay people with our own tax dollars.
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Do you think that in your lifelime openly gay
men antd women will be able 1o serve?

It's going to happen in the next five vears,
it [ haye anything to do with it. And it will
happen—that’s my prediction. But it’s not fjoing
to happen without the people in this country
seeing what the ban on gays in the military is
doing to weaken our military fighting force. We

are wasting so much moncy on training people
and then kicking them out because they are gay,
and then training people to replace them. [tz
really fiscally irresponsible.

Given the degree of abuse you received at the
academy—the food deprivation, ridicule and
rape—what advice would you give a young
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person enteriaining the idea of attending
the academy?

1didi't write this book out of hatred for the
govermment or the U.S, nulitary or the air force
or tbe academy; 1 wrote this book to make these
things better. But as far as sonieone who's want-
ing to attend the academy, if you know that
you're gay, don’t join because it’s clear that they
don't want you there.

You've been very fortficoming of your own
struggles with coming ol and fiave even cre-
ated an Infernei radio show ealled Coming
Oul with Reichen; it’s also rumored (hat you
personally think everyone should coimne oul?
What are your real thoughls on this?

It’s absolutely not true. 1 will speak of ry
relationship for just a second In saying that com-
ing out had to be nis decision. 1 couldn’t be
invohed with it And Tknew that if Twas involved
with it, it would build resentment later if it did-
n't turn out ok. Like bim and everyone else,
coming out is a very persoual thing, What Ireally
think is that cverybody should be able to come
out of the closet without any recourse.

What do you think aboul the recent outings,
or should | say “Lancings” of television per-
sonalities TR Knight and Nelf Patrick Harris?
Do you think that such Is to be expecied witen
one is in public eye?

Yeah, when you're in the public eye, you
should expect all kinds of things. You should
expect people to find out the name of your dog,
|his Australian Shepard nrixes are Dingo and
Foster] find out where your parents live and
expect people to find out that you're gay. Being
gay is a big part of someond’s life.



Following TR Knight's ouling, he was quoled
as saying, “I hope the fact that 'm gay Isn't the
mast interesting part of me."” Where does your
sexuality fall In imporiance in your life totlay?

Its more important in the work that fm doing
right now. There are a lot of straight people who
are fighting tor gay rights right now. 1t’s really
preat to be gay ancd fighting for equal rights because
it’s so close 10 my heart, as you can imagine.
The rest of the role that my sexvality plays inmy
life, T try to keep as private as T can and that’s in
v relationship, in the way that my family relates
1o me and miy relationship. My family thinks just
as highly of my boyfriend as they do of my
brother’s girlfriend, and are just as supportive of
him as they are of her. Other than that, 1 really
dor’t think about it that much.

1 visited your blog recently, where you were
discussing the rumors. Why do you think there
are sp many rumors ffoating around about you?

I think that when you put yourself out there
in the public for any reason. ..there are going to
be a million different interpretations of what peo-
ple say. I can't fight thar, and, frankly, T just don’t
worry about that, | just do my thing. I nynot 1o
pay any attention to the rumors, When you start
doing that and trying to defend yourself against
them, it’s a real waste of time, and I have better
things to do with my time.

Like speaking with us.
Reichen: You got it
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